
RAC Meeting Minutes 
January 13, 2010 

 
 

Announcements: 
 
Our February meeting scheduled for 2-10-11 will be a closed meeting. 
 
If you are not receiving RAC emails (and wish to) please let Vanessa know. We have 
switched servers and there have been some issues with the RAC email distribution list.  
*If someone is not receiving RAC emails, they probably won’t receive these minutes or 
this note...please pass this information on to those who need it. 
 
*Presentation by Angela Peiser, Director, OAWA / IACUC 
(Handout Attached) 
 

 The Office of Animal Welfare Assurance (OAWA)  is now located in BRB 
Mezzanine Ste. M023.    

 
 Dr. John Sacci was recently selected as the new IACUC Chair. 
 
 It is anticipated that OAWA/IACUC functions/services will be available online in 

July or August 2011 via CICERO. It is still unclear whether current protocols will 
be merged into this system or permitted to expire in paper version.  Currently 
Administrators can be granted access though the individual ‘accounts’ set up by 
the PI.  OAWA will look into permitting administrators departmental access, but it 
is unclear whether that functionality exists.   Until CICERO is live for IACUC 
business, please continue to contact the office for status updates, approval 
letters, grant letters and/or training grant lists.   Please utilize the office email 
account: iacuc@som.umaryland.edu.  

 
 Several of the regulatory documents that the Institution is required to comply with 

will be updated over the course of the next year.  Once it is known for certain 
how the changes will impact the Institution, the OAWA will be communicating 
with Investigators and Departments.   
 

 The Institution’s triennial AAALAC accreditation site visit will occur this fall (Sept 
– Nov 2011).  More details to follow later this spring.  
 

   *Question: Is the AAALAC letter posted on your website? 
 Answer: Not at the present time.  It is anticipated that the OAWA website will be 
updated early this year to the new SOM format.  With that update, an intranet will 
be established and this type of information will be present.  The AAALAC letter is 
readily accessible to office staff and can be quickly provided upon request.  

 
*Question: Is there any way to receive the IACUC Approval Letters when the PI 
does? 
Answer: No.  If you cannot obtain from the PI, please send an email request to 
the office. Please be certain to include the PI name and IACUC number and/ or 
title.  

 
 

*Presentation by Dennis Paffrath, Executive Director Sponsored Programs 
Administration 
 

 Reminder: January 25th –The NIH 3 day error correction window closes.  



 
 SPA will no longer hold Coeus user group meetings. Instead there will be 

Quarterly ‘Research Administration Meetings’ held. The first meeting was 
postponed due to snow and will be rescheduled shortly. An agenda was 
distributed by email and includes the following topics: 

 
Introductions of the SPA & SPAC Teams 
Changes to the Account Set Up and Maintenance Processes 
Coeus Updates 
Invoicing Reminders 
 

 SPA has recently hired two new law school graduates to replace Wanda Alston 
and Kecia Oduor. 

 
 Jeanne Galvin-Clarke is being transitioned out of the subcontract team to devote 

her energies towards creating the new Sponsored Programs Advancement team.  
 

 There is a new ‘team’ in development in SPA that will cater to smaller 
departments. More news to follow… 

 
 In coeus news…You can now route proposals with narratives in DRAFT form. 

It is in fact necessary to leave narratives in DRAFT form until they are in deed 
FINAL. If a proposal is routed with narratives marked FINAL. It will be considered 
FINAL and potentially submitted to the sponsor. 

 
*Presentation by Susan McKechnie, Director & Comptroller of Financial Services 
 

 If you missed the two previous Equipment Inventory Training Sessions; there will 
be more sessions scheduled that you can sign up for. 
http://cf.umaryland.edu/cits_training/index.cfm 

 
 
 Susan contacted other University of Maryland campuses to inquire about how 

they handle Hotel charges; particularly to see if they allow University Pro Card 
holders to use their PCard to pay for such services. She discovered that UMBC 
does allow Hotel transactions on PCards. UMB is concerned about Hotel charges 
that are actually guest’s personal charges; rented movies, food, etc. being 
charged to the Pro Card. These should not be charged to the PCard. This area is 
still up for discussion/debate as RAC members pointed out that travelers can use 
their own personal card to separate and pay for the personal charges.  

 
*Sue Hobbs pointed out that UMB/UMCP seeds grants need not be routed in 
Coeus. 
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